Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 STOCKH 01028 261636Z 

42 

ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 IO-ll ISO-OO AGR-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 

COME-OO DODE-OO FRB-03 H-02 INR-07 INT-05 L-03 LAB-04 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 AID-05 CIEP-01 SS-15 STR-04 

ITC-01 TRSE-00 USIA-06 PRS-01 SP-02 FEAE-00 OMB-01 

AF-06 ARA-06 EA-07 NEA-10 ( ISO ) W 

028777 

P R 261423Z FEB 76 
FM AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 6882 
USMISSION GENEVA 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STOCKHOLM 1028 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: GATT, ETRD, SW 

SUBJECT: INTERNATIONAL METAL WORKERS FEDERATION (IMF) GATT PROPOSALS 
REF: GENEVA 1323 

1 . SUMMARY. MFA/COMMERCE GATT OFFICIAL LARS STALBERG 
PROVIDED RUNDOWN OF GOS INFORMATION ON IMF'S INVITATION 
TO "LABOR" GOVERNMENTS FOR MEETING IN GENEVA FEB. 27 TO 
DISCUSS A "SOCIAL CLAUSE" FOR THE GATT. SOURCE SAID 
GOS HAS NO FIRM VIEWS BUT A. COLLIANDER OF SWEDISH GATT 
MISSION WOULD REPRESENT SWEDEN. IN SUBSTANCE, GOS 
IS COOL TO IDEA OF ANY EFFORT TO AMEND GATT PROVISIONS 
TO MEET IMF'S GOALS AND SUGGESTS THAT PROPER FORUM FOR 
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GUARANTEES AND LABOR STANDARDS SHOULD BE IN ILO. END SUMMARY. 

2. SOURCE NOTED THAT IMF INTEREST IN A "SOCIAL 
CLAUSE" FOR GATT CAME UP IN 1971 AT THEIR CONGRESS 
AND THAT SOME DRAFT LANGUAGE WAS PREPARED IN 1973. 

SWEDISH METAL WORKERS UNION HAVE MET WITH GOS 
COMMERCE MINISTER ON THIS BUT WAS GIVEN NO ENCOURAGE- 
MENT THAT GATT PROVISIONS COULD BE AMENDED. LATER, 

SWEDEN WAS IN TOUCH WITH ILO ON THIS MATTER BUT ILO 
SECRETARIAT HAS INDICATED THAT ILO WOULD HAVE DIFFI- 
CULTY IN INCORPORATING ANY "SOCIAL CLAUSE" IN ILO 
CONVENTION NOTING TRIPARTITE APPROVAL WOULD BE 
REQUIRED. LATEST SWEDISH SUGGESTION, WHICH GOVERNMENT 
IS NOW CONSIDERING APPROVING, IS TO TAKE AN 
INITIATIVE TO HAVE SUBJECT RAISED DURING ILO'S 

SUMMER CONFERENCE ON "EMPLOYMENT GROWTH AND BASIC 
NEEDS." IN ANY EVENT, ACCORDING TO STALBERG, THE 
INITIATIVE SHOULD BE BY EMPLOYEE GROUPS THEMSELVES. 

3. STALBERG INDICATED THAT SWEDEN IS COOL TO ANY 
IDEA OF HAVING "SOCIAL CLAUSE" PROVISIONS INCLUDED IN 
GATT BECAUSE APPROVAL IS UNLIKELY AND PROCESS IS TOO 
DIFFICULT TO ASSURE ANY SUCCESS FOR IMF. 
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